Lb 7 
Preach? d before the Honourable” 


Houſe of COMMONS, 


AT: 
Saint Biege. Weſtmi Tl 
On Friday, Tan. 30. 1701. 


Jor L iii. 19. 


Egyp t ſhall be a deſolat ion, and Edom ſhall be a de- 
y 8 Wilderneſs, for tht violence againſt the 
Children of Judah; becauſe * have ſhed in in- 
nocent Blood i in their Land. 5 


* By ROBERT ETRE, D. o. 
Prebendary of the Cathedral Church of Wincheſter 2 


| f 


LONDON: = 
Printed by H. Hills, in Black-fryars, near the Ware. oy 
ſide. or the Benefit of the Poor. / 8 


— — 3725 8 [NY | 


—— — — — _— —-—— — _ 2 wad 
cc F 3 IIS 
” . 
* 
* " 
* 21 1 » : 
% 


2 Faft un Humiliation, for the Murder 


deſired to Print the ſame ; And that Mr 
Bridges, Mr, Chaundler, the Lord William 
G Pork, and Mr. Eyre, do e him 
. therewith , | 
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given to Dr. Eyre, for the Excel 
lent Sande by him Pfeach d before this] * 
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time by the will of Maw; 2 Pet. 1. 21. they were not like 


by. 1. theſe Words the Prophet Joel repreſents the great 


| lence and Bloodſhed, when and by whom the Guilt here men- 


peremptorily determin d, ſo neither will it much concern us 


and Forbearance of a long - ſuffering. God, or for ſome other 
ſecret bra of his All- wiſe Providence, that might paſſi- 
| 

| 


that it was very terrible when it came, and brought upon the | 
Poſterity of a ſinful Blood-thirſty Generation of Men, no lefs 


eee JOEL III. 19. 8 f 
Egypt ſhall be a deſelation, and Edom ſhall be a de- 
folate Wilderneſs, for the violence againſt th Chil. 
| dren of Judah; becauſe they have ſhed innocent 
Blood in their Land, Pf OR Et ke I 


and terrible God, the God to whom Vengeance be- 
longeth, maketh Inquiſition for Blood, and denouncing 
his ſevere Judgments againſt the Egyptians and the Edomites, 
for the violence which they had committed againſt his s 
choſen people, the lot of his inheritance, the Children of Judah. } 
In what Circumſtances, by what particular Facts of Vio- 


tion'd was contracted, as Expoſitors upon the place have not 


to bery ſollicitous about; nor need we be over-curious to 
know what diſtance of Time interyen'd bet wixt the Crimes 
committed, and the fatal Execution of the Puniſhment de- 
nounc'd againſt them; for however thro the infinite Patience 
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bly be de 


err d for a Seaſon, there is no reaſon to doubt but 


than the utter Ruin an Deſolation of their whole Country. 
For let me here obſerve, that Prophecies came not in old 


our pretended Modern ones, the arbitrary Dictates of Human 
Pride and Confidence only, or the crafty Deſigns of Knavery 
and Impoſture, or the whimſical Conceits of Madneſs and 
Enthuſiaſm, but expreſs Meſſages from Heaven, and ſuch as . 
boly Men of God ſpale, as they were moved by the Hal uy 
ret > 0 
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| _ And ſuch was the Prophecy of that holy may of God, which I have now read 


to you ; the certain accompliſhment whereof we may aſſuredly depend up- 


oa, and that whether the learned Grotiw's Conjecture, concerning the 
ſappos'd Event of it under Autiochus and Fudas Macc hab æus, be punctual- 
ly true or no: In ſhort, it is what is deliver d to us in the Oracles of God, 
as an undubitable and ſare word of Prophecy, and upon the Iufallible Cre- 
dit of its Divine Veracity, we may ſafely enough venture to change the 
Prophetick Stile of the words into an Hiſtorical one, and ſay, that Egypt 
was made a Deſolation, and Edom a deſolate Wilderneſs, for the violence 
againſt the Children of Judah; becauſe they ſpod imocent Blood in their Land. 
To accommodate theſe Words to the unhappy occaſion of our preſent 
Aſſembly, I beg leave to draw the following Qbſervations trom them 
Firſt, That ſome Sins are ot ſo very heinous and provoking a Nature in 
the fight of God, that they have been often found to bring down his Judg- 
ments, not only on the Heads of the more immediate Offenders them- 
ſelves, but on their Poſterity alſo ; not only on the preſent Age, but on 


* 


future Cenerations. | | : 
. Secondly, That the Sin of ſhedding innocent Blood in a Land, ſuch as 
was that of This Day more: eſpecially, is a Sin of this heinous and pro- 
voking Nature, And that therefore 3 
Thirdly, We have great reaſon to humble our ſelves before our offend- 

ed God with Faſting and Prayer, in order to deprecate his juſt Wrath and 
Iudignation againſt us; left, as we have been ſo notoriouſſy Guilty of 
the Sin, we ſhould be ſtill obnoxious to the Puniſhment which is fo ſe- 
verely threat ned to it. . Fan:; * 

Firſt then let it be obſery d, That ſome Sins are of ſo very heinous and 
provoking a Nature in the fight of God, that they have been often found 


>» 


to bring down his Judgments not only on the Heads of the more imme - 


diate Offenders themſeſves, but on their Poſlerity alſo ; not only on the 
preſent Age, but on future Generations + + NE B17 
And this Obſervation will, I hope, be thought ſufficient to juſtifie both 
the Piety and Reaſonableneſs of that Authority, by which we axe here aſ- 
ſembled, and put te ſilence the ignorance of thaſe fooliſh men, as well as 
defeat the Malice, and obviate the Defign of thoſe ill Men, who would have 
che memory of this day's Tragedy to be quite forgotten by us, as a thing 
no v out of date; and in the guilt and judicial Conſequences whercof, we 
of this Loyal Generation cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed to be in the leaſt 
Concern'd : For that we all now ate, or do all pretend at leaſt, to be very 
* veli affected to Monarchical Government, under the mild and gracious 
* Adminiſtration of it. And why ſhould we ſuggeſt any acedlefs Fears or 
* Jealoufies to the contrary, when Men of all Parties, and Diſtinctions, and 
: Principles amongſt us, have, in their ſeveral Addreſſes to the Throne, ſo- 
© lemnly plighted rheir Faith, avov d the Sincerity of their Allegiance, and 
* pawn'd their very Lives and. Fortunes for its Support ? CR” 4 
This, I confels, is what is true in Fact: And could we be through 
aſſur a, that good Words, upon ſuch complaiſant Occaſions 2s theſe, had been 
always 
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1 5 ) g Fo 
always tound to be the certain dad intallble Proof of good Intentions, we 
might then indeed be from hence induced to have a favorable Opinion of 


the * Profeſſed Loyalty of che preſent Age, But he that as it will, the auni- 


verlary Revolution of this Day's Solemnity is ſtill Obligatory upon us; 
and will ſtil] continue to be ſo, till we can be better ſatisfied than we have 
yet reaſon to be, that the Sins and Offences of our Fore fathers are quite 
blotted out of the Book of God's Remembrance; and that he will take no 
farther Vengeance upon their Poſterity concerning them. 

"Tis to be preſum'd indeed, that there are but few now alive, who were 
any of the more immediate Actors in this bloody Tragedy: forthe great- 
eſt part of thoſe muſt by the common courſe of Nature be now gone off 


the Stage z and thoſe few that are left behind mult have been very young 


when the Scene firſt opened, and ſuch, as being not then Ripe enongh to 
diſtinguiſh betwixr Honeſty. and Defign, betwixt the ſineere Patriot and 
the erafty Politician, may be charitably ſuppoſed to have been the more 
eaſily deluded and i impos 'd.opon. Atd therefore tis to be hoped that there 
are but tcw now remaining, who will have much to anſwer for the per- 


ſonal Guilt of the Sin it ſelf in the other World But if for this Reaſon, 


we of this Generation chink our ſelves ſecure in this Life; out of the 
reach of all Puniſhment for what is paſt, and therefore whol y unconce ra- 
ed in the Religious Obſervation of this Day, we infer a great deal too 
much; and make a Concluſion from the Argument, wich its Premillcs 
will not ſupport... 


For may nor any one of the puilcy Sons of Alam offor the ſame Apo- | 


logy for himſelf, and ſay, © Thar he was never in Paradiſe, he never 


* complied with the crafty Wilineſs ot the Tempterz nor eat any of the 


forbidden Fruit. there? And yet he finds by woful' Experience, that he 
was conceived in Sin, aud ſpapen in Iniquity, and that he is even now 


condemned to bear the burthen of that original Tranſgreſſion. Nay, has 


not any Heir of the moſt notorious Rebel the fame Plea to make? wiz, 


was actually committed; and yet for all that, tis thougbt very well con- 
fiſtent with the Rules of Human Juſtice, to Attaint. his Blood, confiſcate 
his Eſtate, and make the Damage to deſcend to his Childrens Childrens 

I will not here undertake to ſhew,. quo Jure, by what Rules of Equity 


heſe things are done ; having been happily. prevented by a late . i * | 


and ſolid Reaſoner, as to that Point, But as to matter 176363 
of Fact, there is no room for Doubt, and ſince the ſe veral Dr. Maſe s 
nſtances of Ahab and Jeraboam, of Eli, Gehazi, Saul, Sermon, fan, 
ind many. more plainly ſhew; that this has been the re- 30. 1796. 
zuent Method of the Divine procedure in times paſt; anja 

ince from the kon Sanction of the Second Commandment ue hee res. 
on to believe that it always will be ſo; we may, without any, more ado, 
onclude it ro be juſtifiable, becauſe whar an intinitely Juſt, ad Wale, ard 
foly God, has already done, and declared moreoyer that ke vill do, can. 
vt poſi be otherwiſe, wth - hs 


bY - Now 


That he was young, or perhaps in his Mother's Womb when the Treaſon 
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|. Nov; all the uſe I would beat-preſentthought to take of this Remark, 


_ © 4+ To, And although there are other Sins which ſometimes bear the ſame 


0 be eat, 


poſe, eth God tate care for, or puniſh, Oxen ? or faith he this 4 
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is by way of Caution only: That no one now alive ſhould think himſelf 
exempted from all the Conſequences of the Guile, becauſe he was not 
actually ingaged in the Sin of this Day; becaufe he was young or not 
born when it was committed, becauſe his Father was a Loyaliſt, and per- 
"haps too great a Sufferer in the late times of Diſtraction. For in National 
Calamities there is no diſtinction; the judgment is Epedemical, and all 
muſt bear a part. So that every one, . who has any regard for the yoo? 
Things of this Life, or any due concern for the laſting Welfare and Pro- 
ſperity of his Country, mult think himſelf obliged. in point of Intereſt as 
well as Duty, heartily to keep the Faſt how appointed; to join in the pub- 
'Jek Humiliation ; co deprecate the Judgments that threaten us; to de- 
elare to the World his publick abhorrence both of the Sin it ſelf, and of 


_ thoſe wicked and rebellious Principles that led to it; and earneſtly to im- 


plore the Divine Merty and Goodneſs, that it may not be yer viſited upon 
vs. And the Reaſon of this will be yet farther diſcovered in my ſecond 
Obſer vation from the Text, vix. | b 
That the Sin of ſhedding innocent Blood in a Land, ſuch as was that o 
* This Day more eſpecially, is a Sin of that heinous and provoking Nature 
and of that laſting and derivative Entail of Guilr, of which I have bee! 
now ſpeaking, 0 ne 
The firſt crying Sin that we find recorded in the Holy Scriptures, i 
that of Cain, after he had ſlain his Brother Abel; when God told him 
that ebe voice of his brother's bload cried to Heaven from the gronud. Gen 


denomination, yet none ſeems fo very Clamorous and Importunate, an- 
do cry ſo loudly to Heaven for Vengeance as this of Murder. A 
And as the cry of this Sin is great, ſo is the Divine Diſplea ſure as loud 
ly pi onounc'd, and remarkably. ſhown: in the Puniſnment of it. God 
ſevere Judgment upon Saul and his bloody houſe, upon | 
Joab and Manaſſeh, nay, and upon David himſelf, who 2 Saw. 21. 
was curſed by the name of the bloody max, and reſtrained 1 Kings 2. 3 
from building a Temple to the Lord, for this very re- 
fon, becauſe he had ſpan blood abundantly, are notorieus * 2 Sam. 16. 1 
1nſtances of this kind, ahd evidently prove, that he wil? 1 Chron, 2 
of hold either the Blood-thirfty Perſon himſelt, or bis 28. 
Poſterity guzlzleſs, 1 6 n; 02-26 WP > 
The great Indignation of the Almighty againſt this Sin, is no v 


more evident than in that famous Law -which be gave to Noah concer 


ing it, in theſe words, The blood of your lives will I require, at the h 
I every Beaſt will I require it. Gen. 9. 5. Which we findafterwards 
peated to Moſes, to this purpoſe, That if an Ox goard a Man or a Wor 
that they gied, that Ox was ſurely to be floned, ani the fleſh thereof 
od. 21. 28, but to be caſt away as an Abomination. Nt 
to apply the Reaſoning of the Apoſtle, upon another occaſion to this pi 
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get her for our ſukes ? For our ſakes uo 9 
9 And the proper Inference to be drawn from it is this, That if the 
Brute Beaſts were to ſuffer as Criminals in this caſe, the Beaſts that have 
xo underſtanding, no Senſe: of Good or Evil, that are not capable of Sin- 
ning, and cannot poſhbly be guilty of any ſuch thing as farmal Murdgr 
if, I ſay, the very Brute Beafts themſelves were to die upon this account, 
what can we infer leſs trom hence, but the.certain and inevitahle Ruin and 
Deſtruction of every Rational Offender? For according to the rigorous 


rable Pleas which are ſo eaſily admitted at our -Earthly Tribunals, will 
find any place in the Court of Heaven; neither Chance nor ignorance 

| ſhall be there allow d, to wipe of the Guilt ; nothigg but 
Gan. 9. 6: * Bleod can anſwer for Blood, And /indeed were it not 


that which God at firſt made with Mankind, we mult per- 

Act, 28.4, cmptorily conclude of this Siu, as the Men ot Melita did 
iin the ſuppos'd Caſe of St. Paul, that the Murder nuſt 

certainly die: And that however he may have the good fortune to paſs the 


Vengeance will not ſuſſer him to live. So ſacred and precious is the Life of 


of offering any unjuſt Violence to it. 101 e 
And indeed when we duly conſider the Horrid Impious Nature of this 
Sin, together with the many Miſchievous and Fatal Conſequences that at» 
tend it, we ſhaltfind the infinite Mercy and Goodneſe of the Almighty, as 
well as his Juftice. plainly diſcoverable in his declared Abhorrence of it; 
for what are all his Laws and SanQions concerning it? What are all his 
Woes, and Curſes,” and Judgmenrs denounc'd againſt it, but ſo. many. 
Fences and Bulwarks for our common Safety ? So many gracious Inſtances 
of Kindneſs and Compaſſion to the miſerable Inhabizants of the Earth, 
in order to keep the peeviſn, angry, ill natur'd.Wretches trom deſtroy- 


3Y frructive Sin of Murder, and: ſhedding innecent Blood in a Lana, be once 
tolerated and go unpuniſh'd; the very Foundation of all human Society 
would be then quickly undermin d, and there would be no proſpect of Se- 
courity left, no room for Truſt or Confidence, for Faith and mutual De- 
pendanoe, but all muſt be then treated as Enemies, and a literal State of 
Var would ſoon become the deplorable Condition of all the unhappy Sons 
en of Adam. lu a word, the whole World would then be nothing eIſę bur 
„dose large Ateldama, or Held of Blood, and as Habitation fit for none bug 
Wolves and Bears, and Tygers, and Beaſts of Prey to live in. A. 
Another high aggravation of the Guilt and Heinouſneſs of this Sin, is 
the Irreparable Damage of the Injury ſuſtain d byte ; for altho, as holy 
B Job obſerves, thers is hope of 6 Tree, if it be gut dem. 
Cap. 14. v. that it will front again, and that the tender branch 
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abubt this is written. 1 Cor, g. 


77 10, 12. thereof will wat ceaſe; vet. when Man iveah the | 


* 
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Tenour of this Law, tis hardly to be preſumed, that any of thoſe tayou- | 
Nam. 35: 31. ſor the Expiation of the blood of a better Covenant, than 
ok Ia. ; a 


danger of the Sea, or eſcape the Sword of Human Juſtice, yet the Divine = 


Man in the fight of his Creator; ſo dreadful and provoking the Offence 


* 


ing and deyouring each other! Whereas, ſhould this barbarous and de- 


—— — nom nes 


| 
| 
| 


4 * 
— - 


5 — * 
- 
4 u 


9 m —— a 


— 


1— ——_—— SE 
Flos, where is he? be licth down and riſeth not till che Heavens be no 
more, So that ſhould that known Mazim in Divinity, that without Re. 
flitution there can be no Remiſfion, 1 ſay, ſhould that Rule hold true in 
this particular Caſe, the'Sin of Murther would then be as Unpardonable, 
as that againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and we muſt fairly pronounce concerning 
it, that it is no more capable of Forgiveneſs, than it is of Reparation, 
But that which yet farther inhanceth tbe Guilt and Provocation of this 
Sin is this, That it offers a more Immediate and Direct Violence to the 
Majeſty of Heaven: God himſelf ſeems to be wounded thro" the Sides of 
the Slain; and that Sacred Image of his own. Divinity deſtroy d, in which 
Man was at firſt created. So that the Sin of Murder is in this reſpect a 
Breach upon the firſt Table, as well as the ſecond; tis a Sacrilegious 
Kind of Robbing the Almighty himſelf, and the depriving him of a Sub- 
FR, and of a Creature capable of knowing and ſerving him; à Crea · 
ture made after his own likeneſs, and originally intended for his own more 
Immediate Worſhip and Glorrx. | REN TIT 
lt were eaſie to inlarge much farther upon this Topick. But I am ſen- 
ble, that all this falls ſhort of my preſent Buſineſs; and that a Decla- 
mation againſt ſimple Murder, does not at all reach the Subject of the 
Day. For all Sins are aggravated according to their Circumſtances, and 
by that train of Evils with which they are attended. And tho? Murder 
in it ſelf, be à Sin of a very deep Dye, yet the Object, the Means, and the 
Conſequences of it, make the Impreſſion ſtill deeper; and render it a Sin 
mort exceeding Sinfal in it ſelf ; more Heiuous and Abominable in the Sight 
of God, who is the declar'd Avenger of it, e 
We can ſee an ill Man Bleed and Die without much concern. If a poor 
deſpicable Slave happens to be knock d down by his Haughty and Imperi- 25. 
ous Lord, tho the Horror of the Action may perhaps extort a compaſſio- 
nate Sight or Tear for the preſent, yet this is quickly forgotten by us; 
and the Meanneſs and Obſcurity of the Perſon ſlain, ſbon makes his Me- 
mory to periſh and die with him. But when a Man of Character, a Man 
of real Worth and diſſuſive Goodneſs, comes to an uutimely End, the whole Wis 
| Neighbourhood in this Caſe feels the Blow; all are affected with the Loſs, Wha: 
and retain a ſenſe of it, as long as they remember his Worth, or Rand | 
in need of his Affiſtance : fo grievous and afflicting is the Death even of et 
A Private Perfon, who is a Man of Value, and uſeful in 394 
bis Generation. But what ſhall we ſay, when The Breath 2 Sam. 18. 3. 
our Noftrils, the Anointed of the Lord himſelf, is taken 
aa the Net? When he, who is worth ten thouſand of , is made 2 Sacrifice 5; 
to Treachery and Malice? How deep muſt that Wound be, which pierceth 
= 4 whole Kingdom to the Heart; and makes it bleed, and faint, and lan- 
= guilh in every Part? l | . | 


. Yetthis is not the worſt of the Caſe we are now confidering- For, lo 
had our late Royal Martyr fallen into the Hands of a Rival Prince, and pe- Pre 
rich d by the Sword of Authority; had he been ſlain in the Field of Battle, Rut 
er of d in a juſt and lawful War: Altho' our Loſs under theſe Circum- ee 
NE Fi | . * | 5 SIE ſtances | 
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„ ances would have been ſlill et. 12 the Law of Arms in ſuch-a Caſe 
as this, would have juſtity'd the Fact. But to fall by the mercileſs ig- 
nominious Cruelty of his own Rebellious Subjects; to have his Crown - 
torn from his Sacred Head, and his Head from his Body, by a company 
of wicked execrable Ruffians, Sons of Belial, in contempt of all Laws 
Human and Divine; and this too upon a. Publick Stage, in the fight ol“ 
the Sun, and before the awful Sate of his own Royal Palace: Theſe are 
all ſuch monſtrous Aggrayations of the Sin, as. Poſterity ( however 
they may pollibly feel the Guile of it) vill hardly be induc'd to be- 
live 

The Story of King Saul, which we are " EY put in mind of upop this 
Occalion, falls infinitely ſhort of this Caſe: for he was an Ill Man hin- 
ſelf, Cruel and Malicious, a Sorcerer, who had forſaken his Gcd, and ap- 
plied to Endor for relief; beſides his Slayer was an Amalekite, a Stranger, 
who ow'd him no manner of Dat y, and who at his own requeſt, gave him 
one kind Blow only, in order to caſe him of his preſent Pain. But here 
n- Noe have a Righteous and mercitul Prince, faithful to his God God, and tender 
la- Wof his People, brought before a mock Tribunal; there Expoſed and Ridi- 


he cul'd, Arras 'd, Condemn'd and Executed by his own People: nay, and 
nd let me add. by the very meaneſt of his People, and ſome 
Jer Joh 30. 1. of Whoſe Fathers he would have, diſdain'd to have fee 
he ” with the Dog of his Flock. 

zin When the good King Joſiah was ſlain, we are told that his Death was 
he en of publick Lamentation; and let it be obferv'd in juſtification 


ol our preſent Aſſembly, that it was Made ſo by an Or- 
2 ches. 3 dinance in Iſrael. And yet how, very different was his 
23. Caꝗſe from that which we are now mer to deplore 2 For 


10- be vas wounded in the Field, in a raſh Atrempr, under 
us; a bitguiſe, himſelf being the Aggreſſor, and generouſly forewarn'd of bis 
le- Danger by che King himſelf, to whom be gave Battle; and yet notwith- 
lan standing all theſe Alleviating Circumſtances in his Cale, ſo Precious was 
ole his Blood, ſo Endearing his Memory to his Nation, that a long Captivity 
ls, as not ere able to blot it out. 


How many Kings of Judah were Captives to the King of Babylon ? and | 


of Pet we read of none of them that were put to Death; to be Dethroned 

1 and Impriſoned were the hardeſt meaſuees which they generally met with; 

os and altho' the laſt of them indeed, King Zedekiab, vas 
Chron. 36. ſomewhat more ſeverely treated, yet this was not till 

ice 53. after he had falſified his Oath, till after he had Re- 

eth 11...  belled (as the Prophet calls it) and chereby juſtly | in- 


an- arr'd the diſpleaſure of his Conqueror. Nor after this provocation, did 
e ſuffer any thing elſe in his Perſon, but the Joſs of his Eyes only; his 
or, [Blood was ſtill thought too Sacred to be ſpilt, his Royal Charger ſtill. 
pe- Preſerved hib Life ; and althg' they flew his Sons befbre his Face, yet to 
tle, Fut of a Crown'd and Anointed Head, was 2, piece of Barbaxity which 
m- Few q to be abhorr'd by the ** Barbarians Hhemſclves, . 


But 
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But to conſine our Obſervation to our own particular Caſe Had God 0 
ent ub a King in his Abger, had a Nero or a Domiti an been then upon : 
pur Throne; 2 Monſter fierce in Nature, and cruel in Practice; one who 5 


diverted himſelf with the tnocent Blood, and Rejoiced in the Spoils and 
Miſeries of his People; one #ho-murder'd his Nobles, rifled the Temples, 
tred che Ciry, and himſelf Triumph'd in the midſt of its Flames; had 
this; I ſay, been our Caſe, the Great Provocation of ſuch Prodigious 
Ads of Violence and Oppreſſion as theſe, might have been enough to have 
made s wiſe Mar med; an Human Nature as ſuch, abſtracing from the 
Principles of Chriſtianity, might have had Something to Plead for the 
Barbarity that follow d But, alas ! this is ſo far from being the Chara - 
fer of that Good and Pi6us Priace, whoſe Hard Fat we are now Lament- 
ing, that the Reverſe of it in all its Particulars is moſt certainly true and 
wadeniable. e rait 21/5 en 
For as we have his Character tranſmitted to us by the Belt and moſt 85 
Impartial Hiſtorians of the Age in which he liv'd ; is Natural Endowments ph 
as 4 Man, his Plety as Chriſtian, his Wiſdom and Clemency, and other Ro 
Royal Virtues, as a King; were All ſuch, as perhaps no Crown in Eu- 4 
rope could, for many Ages paſt, and none at preſent, befaes aur Own, 
eau boaſt of the like. I know indeed that there has been no Malice or 
Indu try wanting, to obſcure the Luſter of his Character, and the viru- 7 
lent and invenom'd Pens of ſome late Infamous Libellers, have endea- 
vourd to Wound and Murder his Memory with an Inveteracy of Rancour tin 
and Barbarity, not inferiour to that of ſhedding his Blood; but all that 8 
de utmaſt Attempts of Spite and Obloquy have been yet able to charge pi 
Him with, are only ſome few Errors and Irregularities in his Civil Admi- | 
niſtration, which the prefſing Neceſſity of his Aftaies, and which perhaps Fs 
too the Treachery and Perfidious Counſel ot ſome of thoſe He too much g 
confided in, led and betray'd Him into. | Ob. 

Whether thoſe Irregularities, ſo much complained of, were ſtrictly chi 
Juſtifiable by Law or no, is not the Zuſineſs of the Pulpit to determine; it? 
eſpecially in ſuch an Audience as I have now the Honour to be addreſſing 8 
my {elf to. However, with fubmiſſion, I hope it wil be allow d as one pre 
very commendable part of my Office, to recommend to your: Confidera- E 
tion the known Property of Chriſtian Chariry and Moderation, upon this 
occaſion; and an ordinary ſhire of that, Rightly underſtood; and Can- 1 
dry apply'd, will be ſufficient to cover a Miſtake or two in Judgment, BE 
which neither the Beſt nor the Wiſeſt of Kings, neither David nor Solo- Re 
man themſelves, could ever plead a total exemption from. And I have | 
very good Authority to itnpute all the reabor' pretended Miſcarriages off it 
dur late Martyr'd Sovereign, to nothing elſe but Error and” Mift ke in 
| Fudgment only ; becauſe à date Noble Hiſtorizn (ho has poen fo Im- 
Partial a not to conceal his Defefts, and who is there- - * 2 

fore the more to be credited in this Point) huth aſſured 42 p fon 
us frem his own Tong ind intimate obſervation of his V Hit. Fo 
Temper, That amongſt all his other Princely and Royal 3 P. 187. 
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Virtues, he had Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of Nature, which refitained | 
him from ever doing a Hard- hearted Thing ; and that he was ſo great & 
lover of juſtice, that no Temptation could diſpoſe him to'a'wrongful Adi- 
on; except it Was ſo diſguis'd that he be liev d it to be juſt. n 

And we need not be beholden to the Sutfrage of his Friends only, as to 
is part of his Character, for his. moſt inveterate Enemies themſelves 
vell knew, and were much oftner convinc'd than they deſerv'd co have 

been, that he was Mild and Gentle in his Nature; hard 

to be provok'd, very eaſily Appeas'd, and in A 45 
lite his Heavenly father, that he ſorgave even the 
Wicked for the Righteous fake, and ſpared 4 great number of Rebel; for 
the ſake of ſome few innocent Loyalitts then in the City. | 

And as was his Life, ſuch was his Death alſo, truly Primitive, truly 
Chriſtian ; for altho? he could not Aſſuage the Malice of his Enemies, he 
could for all thar Pity and Lament it; nay, he could deſpiſe and triumph 


Luke 6. 36. 


over it, under its greateſt Provocation. They might ſtrip him of his Royal 


Robes, wreſt his Scepter from his Hand, and kick his Earthly Crown 


down to the Ground: Bur being firmly determin'd not to endanger bs 


Title to that Above, he kept his Faith and a good Conſcience, Proof a> 
- | gainſt all their Aſſaults. Like a patient and afflicted FoÞ, 


Job 2. 3. | he held faſt his Integrity to the [aft : And when he could 


be no longer own'd as the Head, he till reſolv'd to con- 


tinue # Member of that Church, in which, and for which he Died; and 
as a true Member, of that Church, with his very laſt expiring Breath, he 
Pitied, he Pray d for, and Forgave his very Murderers, OY 
Hail Bleſſed Martyr | who-art now a Gloriows King indeed: altho' as 
much beſides the Intention as Thou art now above the Inſolent Scoffs and 
Mockery of thole, who ſo often pretended to make thee fo, 
But was this all The Iunecent Blood that was ſhed in our Land. Was 
chis the only Act of Violence and Barbarity that was then committed in 
it? If this had been all, our Guilty Nation would have had a great deal 
to anſwer for, upon that Account only. But what ſhall ve do to De- 
precate the Indignation of the great Avenger of Blood ? How: ſhall we 
be able to Atone for all thoſe other Mercileſs and Inhuman Acts af Cruel- 
ty and Oppreſſion; all thisſe manitold Depredarions, Thefts, Rapines, 
Murders, to which three whole flouriſhin Kingdoms were then miſe- 
rably expos d, and by means whereof they by ſo long weltring in their 
own Gore ? | | 3 + 
I know the great Pretence' upon which this Unnatural Rebellion was 
at firſt begun and carried on; was to aſſert the Liberties of a Free-born 


People, to maintain them in the quiet poſſeſſion of their darling Pro- 


perties and Eſtates; to ſecure to them the Purity of their Religion, aud 
to vindicate all their juſt Rights, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, againſt the 
threatned Invaſion of an Illegal, Arbitrary Power, This we have been 
told was the popular Pretence of the late Uſurpers: And under thefe 
talſe Colours they fer vp their Banner, Rebell'd and Foughr a- 


gainſt 


—— — — 
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; (12) . 
gaisſt, Reviled and Perſecuted, Sold and Impriſon d, and at laft, bark; 
rouſly Murdered their Innocent Sovereign Leige Lord. 

But how now. was the Condition of the Free · born Subject mended after 
all this? And whar fort of Liberty was ir, which theſe Sons of Corruption 
themſelves introduc d, and the ancient. Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution was De. 
ſtroy d, and the Government wholly in their own Hands ? Why it wa 
ſuch 2 Gnoſtick ſort of Liberty, as the Apoſtle St. Paul ſpeaks of (Gal, 
5. 13.) „Liberty which they uſed auly for an Occaſion to the Fleſh (i. e.) 
aLiberty to Plunder, Sequeſter, and Deſtroy ; à Liberty ro Impriſon, 
Baniſh, and Seize upon the Inheritance of all ſuch, ag had either Loyalty 
or Eftate enough left to be thought Malignauts. 72 
And who can ſufficiently deſcribe the Miſeries of our poor unhappy Na- 
tion at that time ? hat ſhaking Hand can hold a Pencil ſteady enough, 
to draw ſuch Lines as ſhall be able to expreſs irs then ſad and diſmal Con- 
dition; He that will undertake this, muſt form to his Imagination a very 
meuſtrous Idea indeed: For he mult delineate a Kingdom quite inverted, 
2 Body without a Head with irs Heels upwards, and the Dregs ot the 
People Lording it over their Betters and Superiors : He mutt repreſent 
giftreſs'd Widows and Orphans with their ghaſtly Looks and weeping Eyes, 
in Foſtures of Deſpair, Religion and Loyalty, howling and ſtarv ing in 
every Corner; our Sacred Altars rifled, our Holy Places defiled ; our 
Temples turn d into Rubbiſh, and made and heap of Stones; and all this 
vith a black Cloud of Horror overſpreading the whole. This might be 
ſome faint Repreſentation indeed, although till ſhort of the true Image 


ol our deplorable Church and Nation in her late days of Diſtreſs,” And 


we need no other Vouchers tor it, beſides thoſe many Noble Families, and 
Royal Palaces, and pious Foundations (erected by the Charity of a much 
better Age) which ſtill retain the Scars, and lament the Wounds of thoſe 
barbarous, and worſe than Gorhick and Yanadalick Times. And all this, 
in Conſequence of one fatal Stroke; all by the loſs of one pious Moſes, 


3 whoſe great Virtues, ; had he ſtill ſurvived, might probably have ſfeod in 


the Gap,' rebated the Blow, and attoned in ſome meaſure for the Sins of 
2 periſhing and abandon'd People. . 

Ir might per thought by ſome too invidious an Enquiry at this 
time of day, too nicely to examine, what ſort of Men they were, what 
kind of Religion they profeſſed: and what diſtinguiſhing Sect and Party 


they were of, to whom the Bloed · guiltineſs of this Day, and all the Blood- 


guilty Conſequences of it, are principally to be imputed, And that 1 


may avoid all occaſion ef Offence upon this Account, I will not pretend 
ſo much as to gueſs, which of the two, whether thoſe of the Presbyte- 


rian, or thoſe of the Independant Faction, had the greateſt and moſt In- 
famous Share in it. This is a Diſpute in which they themſelves are chiefly 
concern d: and I will no otherwiſe interpoſe in it, than with this chari- 
table Remark only ; that whilſt they ſeem ſo willing on both Sices to ex- 
cuſe their own Party, and to ſhift off the Guilt upon each other, they im- 


plicitely acknowledge at the ſame time, that they both are, or both ougbt 


to be, afham's of ir, And 
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And great Reaſon have they to be ſo, tor the ſake of that common pro- 
ellant Name by which we are all called, and which hath' been fo juſtly 
xpes'd to the Reproach of the Adverſary upon their account. Wat; 
The'bloody Maſſacres of Paris and Ireland, and the Execrable Deſign 
the Gun-powder Teaſon, are inſtances of ſo barbarous and inhuman a 
Nature, that we can hardly think of them without Horror and Amaze 
ment. And yet give me leave to obſerve, that the chief Actors in all theſe 
il)anies had ſomething more plaufible to plead in their Excuſe, than can 
e. Ne well pretended to in our Caſe. For they were all the ſworn Diſciples 
on of Rome; they od no other Supreme on this fide Heaven above vr be- 
ty Wides their own grert and infallible Maſter there; and thought themſelves 
obliged by no manner of Allegiance, but what was in Subordination to that 
Na- NQue to St. Peters Chair, So that when they had obtained the Permiſſion 
zh, ſand Authority of the Holy Father on their fide, when the Dagger was once 
on · MConſecrated, and the Bleſſing of Heaven implored to propſer the Succeſs, 
ery Nhe Helliſh Work then went Religioufly on; and thoſe bigotted Inſtru- 
ed, Nnents of Cruelty, who were employ'd in it, thought it nor only lawful, 
he ut meritorious alſo, ro Aſſaſſin, Kill, and Deftroy, according to their 
ent Commiſſion, © And they were ſo far from having any the leaſt inward 
es, Remorſe of Conſcience fof what they did, that they were perſuaded and 
in Therily thought that they were at the ſame time doing God ana hu Church 
ur Nood Service. PETE TY 3180780 
his But what now has the True Proteſtant to plead tor himſelf like this? 
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be e would be thought to Abominate Popery to ſuch a degree of Averſion, 


ge to ſtartle at the very Name, and to abhor every thing that in his own 
nd pinion ſo much as looks towards it, And yet how did our late Prote- 
nd Want Rebels purſue it, in its very worſt Meaſures, and act in Conformity 
ch Jo its moſt wicked and unchriſtian Doctrines? for althovgh they own'd 
fe Ihe Obligatipn of natural Allegiance, and acknowledg'd the King as their 
is, Inly Supreme Lord and Sovereign here upon Earth; although they had 
25, Promiſed him their Fidelity, and confirmed that Promiſe by repeated Oaths 
in Ind folemn Declarations, yet when the bloody Defign againſt his LIFE 
of to be put in Execution; all thoſe ſolemn Oarhs and Promiſes were 
en torgot ; and to ſhow themſelves perfect Maſters in the Popiſh Arts 

is WW Equivocation and Fallacy, they thought ir enough to palliate the Mat- 
at Fr by a nonſenſical, wicked Diſtinction, of their own forming, betwixt 
y he Private and the Pol:tick Capacity, betwixt the Perſon and the Au- 
d- Perity of their then lawful Sovereign; by means of which, and the like 
1 Ppbtle Evaſions, they found out a way how they might Xi the Man, and 
1d Ft Save the King; how they might turn a whole Nation into Slavery 
A Confuſion, in order to preſerve its Liberties ; how they might com- 
1- FtSacrilege, for the ſake of rooting out Idolatry; and ſeize upon the 
y Paſecrated Plate, under the godly Prerence of preventing Superſtition. -+ 
;- But Hear, O Heavens ! and give ear, O Earth ! Will ſuch wretched, 
:- Fluirical Sophiſtry as this, be ſufficient to ſalve the Honour and Reputa- 
Pe of the Proteſtant Name? Will this fatisfie for the horrid Sins of 


Perjury 
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Perjury and Rebellion; and atone for. all that Innocent Blood! . 
wes ſhed in our Land; all that Rapine, and Cruelty, aud Devaſt *1 
tion, that was occalion'd by à long, Bloody, and Unnatural Civil War for e 
If this will not do, ſure J am, it then highly concerns us, to think ona 
ſome. better and more effectual Way of doing it, And the beſt Expedient offfuri 
this kind, is that which the Piety and Wiſdom of our Legiſſature hatiWor 
ibed to us, and that is, with true penitent Hearts, and devout Accor 
fedtions humbly to Addreſs our ſelves to the Throne of Grace, in order tffſonly 
implore the merciful Pardon and Forgiveneſs of our offended God, for rhigkhat 
our national Sin. of Blood-guiltineſs, by a national Humiliation and Re 
pent ance· Aud thereby, | no 
* 1 - Thirdly, To deprecate his paſt Wrath and Indignation againſt us; le 
as we have been ſo notoriouſly Guilty of the Sin, we ſhould be ſtill Ol 
ncxious to the Puniſhment, which in the words of the Text is ſo ſevere] 
Threatned to t. 220K 18 5 3 
l obſerwd to you but now, from the Endeavours that have been uſt lem 
by the ſeveral Parties concern'd, to wipe off the Scandal of this day} . . 
Guilt from themſelves, and to charge it upon each other, that this was on mei 
good Sign of their being both aſham d of it. And well were it for then flec 
for us, and our Guilty Nation, if a more real and univerſal Senſe of Sham as 
and Sorrow, and Repentance, could be diſcover d amongſt us, upon ti Mit 
account; for then we might reaſonably hope, that the Day of Vengean of 
would be ſoon paſt ; and that Our Gracious God, when he maketh Ina Th 
ſition for Blood, would hear the devout Prayers of his Church, and &, 
thereby intreated not to lay the Guilt of that Innocent Blood which nll He 
thu Day ſped, to the Charge of the People of this Land, nor let it ever gy: 


required of ns, or our Poſterity. FY | 
But how, alas! can this be well expected, when it ſeems there are ſon 
ſuch barden'd Rebels yer in our Land, who (to uſe the Language of tl 
55 Prophet) have 4 Whores Forehead, and refuſe to | 

Jer. 3. 3. 6.15. aſbamed at all; nay, who ſecm rather to glory 
1 their Shame, and, with Solemon's Fool, to make 
mock at that very Sin, the guilty Conſequences whereof our pious. ai 
devour QUEEN her Self, both Her Houſes of Parliament, and th 
whole Body of our Eſtabliſn d National Church, are now aſſembled 
Deprecate. But neither the Example nor the Command of Principaliti 
and Powers, can have any Influence at all upon ſuch preſumptuous I 
fpiſers of Government as theſe, fince in defiance of both, they are ſo f 
from thinking themſelves obliged either ro Faſt or to Pray with us upy 
this Occaſion, that they are ſaid to have their Impious Ludicrous Feal 
on purpole ro Ridicule the Memory of our Martyr'd Sovereign; and} 
ſhow, by a ſignificant Emblem to that purpoſe, how gladly they the 
ſelyes would be in any the like villanous Act of Royal Butchery. | 

Nor can this be thought any too uncharitable a Suggeſtion, becauſe y 
Natter of Fact upon vhich it is founded, hath been ſo irrefragably pre 
do be True. n | 


4 


oo 


w. 
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is to oped indeed, that t n r+is no : ; 
r certainly her preſent Majeſty (whoſe precious Like and ha — K | 
may God long preſerve to us) can promiſe to'Herſelf bur. very little Se- 
urity from Men of ſuch profeſs'd Antimonarchical Principles as theſe. 
or they who treat the Memory of Her Royal Grandfather with ſo much 
Scorn and Contempt, too plainly diſcover, that it is not the Monarch 


Poly, bot the Monarchy it ſelf, which is their great Rock of Offence: And 
chat no Princely Virtnes wharf: 


dever can at any time, or under any ſingle 
dmini ſtration, enſore the Loyalty of a Republican Faction. And we need 
no other Evidence of this, beſides that Infamous Ordinance ef che late 
Uſurpers, whereby after having Dethroned and Marder 

ed the King himſelf, they thought it not enough to - Dugdale's View 
Exclude his next Rightful Succeſſor, but, to f =p the of the late Trou- 
Meaſure of their Iniquity, oblig'd themſelyes by a ſo- Bles, p. 471. 


ma Oath, to Adjure the whole Family of the Stuarts. 


% 
And what can more ſenſibly affect the Minds, and provoke the Reſent 
ment ot ſuch a Loyal Auditor) as I have now before me, than duly to re- 


dect upon the fatal Conſequences of ſuch a wicked Ordinance and Deſign 


as this? Which if it had taken effect, beſides the many other intermediate 
Miſchicfs attending it, would at this time have debarr'd us of the Bleſſing 
ef that maſt Excellent Princeſs, who now Fills and Adorns the Britiſh 
Throne: And depriv'd Her faithful Senate of that Glory, which they have 
ſo juſtly acquired, by their hearty and unanimous Zeal for the Support of 
Her Royal Perſon, Crown and Dignity, and for the happy Succeſſion of 
our Monarchy in a Proteſtant Line | | 
I will'conclude with one ſhore Word of Exhortation, proper to be in- 
ferr'd from the Occafion of the Day, and it ſhall be this: That whilſt we * 
are now Mourning over the Hearſe, and lamenting the Lofs of one good 
Prince, we ſhould be from hence put in mind of thoſe great Obligations 
ve lie under of being Faithful, and of bearing true Allegiance to ano- 
ther. In order hereunto, leaſt the ſame Cauſes ſhould once more 
duce the ſame RffeQs, let no Seditious, Antimonarchical Principles be fo 
much as once named among us, as becometh good Sub- 
jets and good Chriſtians, Let no ſly Infinuations of See Mr. H—'s 
Male- Adminiſtration be ſuggeſted, no new Doctriues ad- Sermon before 
vanc'd, nor any old ones reviyed, whereby to leſſen the my Ld Mayor, 
Security of the Crown, under the ſpecious Pretence of Sept. 29. 1704. 
Maintaining the Rights and Liberties of the People. Let 
all thoſe evil Surmiſes, all thoſe Diſaffected Murmurings and Complaints, 
all thoſe unreaſonable Fears and Jealouhes be removed from amongſt us, 
which ſo fatally tend to the Prejudice of our common Safety. And if our 
unhappy Differences and Diviſions, as to Eceleſiaſtical Matters, cannot 
be ſo well adjuſted, as 'tis heartily to be wiſh'd they were, ler us all how- 
ever unite in our common Loyalty and civil Obedience; or if ve muſt ſtill 
contend as to that Point alſo, let the only Matter of our Contention be 


This, who of all Her Majeſties Subjects ſhall ſerve Her moſt Faſthfully ; | 
TILE 21 
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vour, by their moſt ſteady, fix d, and inviolable Allegiance. 


fear the Lord our God, and to ſerve him, to obey his Laws, an 


fayed in our Days, and not dcliver'd down as a Curſe to Fu- 


5 
and make themſelves the Objects ol Her Royal Grace and F 

And becauſe in ſuch a Competition as this, the beſt Man 
and the beſt Chriſtian, will always be found to be the belt 
Patriot, and the beſt Subject; let it be our principal Care te 


not to Rebel againſt bis Commandments, 1 Sam. 12. 14. Fo 
this we are told by his Prophet, is the beſt way of expreſſinę 
our Loyalty to his Anointed; and the moſt effectual Courſ 
we can take, to ſecure to our ſelves the laſting Happineſs offf 
Her Reign over us. . | | 
We have juſt now acknowledg'd and humbly confeſſed, 
in our Publick Office of Deyotion, that they were the Crying 


Sins of our Nation, that brought down the Heavy Judgment 


of this Day upon it. And ſo long as the ſame Sins, or Sins of 
a like heinous Provocation, are ſtill amongſt us, unforſaken 
and unrepented of, we can have no very comfortable Pro- 
ſpect before us. | | HS 

Let us therefore be once more exhorted to turn unto the 
Lord our God, with all the Demonſtrations of a ſincere Re- 
pentance; that ſo neither the Sins and Offences of our Fore. 
fathers, nor the Additional Guilt of our own, may any 
longer cry againſt us; but that the Plague may be happily 


ture Generations. 


